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INVITATION TO BID FOR CONSULTANCY

	1
	Title of Consultancy
	Provision of Research Services on the Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia

	2
	SCI Contracting Office
	Save the Children Somalia Country Office

	3
	Period of Consultancy
	The assignment will be conducted 90 working days

	4
	Consultant type required 
	Consultancy Firm

	5
	Responsibility for Logistics arrangements and Costs
	Save the Children will pay the fees for the consultancy in a lump sum and will not reimburse any incurred costs during the assignment. The consultant will cover their Logistical arrangements and costs in the country to coordinate and implement the consultancy.  

	6
	Taxation Provisions
	The consultant shall be responsible for all Taxes arising from the consultancy in line with the local Tax regulations applicable at the SCI contracting office named above.

	7
	Travel requirements 
	The consultant will cover their travel costs (tickets) and arrange local travel to field sites if needed

	8
	Security requirements
	The consultant will comply with standards of the Federal government and Save the Children Security procedures, including the completion of SCI online security training prior to travel to Somalia. 

	9
	Professional quality and Expertise
	The following are the minimum requirements for the consultant to be considered for carrying out the assignment
Applicants must demonstrate the following qualifications and experience:
Education: 
· Advanced degree (master’s or PhD) in Education, Linguistics, Social Sciences, or a related field.
Experience:
· Minimum of 7–10 years of proven experience in conducting educational research, particularly in language of instruction, bilingual education, or academic performance studies.
Regional Expertise: 
· Demonstrated understanding of the Somali educational context, cultural nuances, and linguistic landscape.
Methodological Skills: 
· Strong expertise in both quantitative and qualitative research methodologies, including statistical analysis and qualitative data interpretation.
Language Proficiency: 
· Fluency in both Somali and English (written and spoken) is essential. Knowledge of Arabic will be an added advantage.
Communication Skills: 
· Excellent report writing, presentation, and interpersonal communication skills.

	
	Team leader

	Education:
· Advanced degree (master’s or PhD) in Education, Linguistics, Social Sciences, or a related field.
Experience:
· Minimum of 7–10 years of demonstrated experience leading education research or evaluation studies, preferably in fragile or conflict-affected contexts.
· Provides overall strategic and technical leadership of the research study, ensuring high-quality outputs and adherence to the agreed methodology and timeline.
· Leads the design and finalisation of the study methodology, data collection coordination across all Federal Member States, and quality assurance of all tools and outputs.
· Serves as the primary point of contact between the study team, MOECHE, and Save the Children International, managing all stakeholder relationships and communications.
· Leads all key stakeholder engagements, including the Inception Workshop, Validation Workshop, and National Dissemination Event.
· Oversees data analysis and takes lead responsibility for the preparation and quality of the final research report and policy recommendations.

	
	Research Expert: 
	Education:
· Advanced degree (master’s or PhD) in Education, Linguistics, Research Methods, or a closely related discipline.
Experience:
· At least 5 years of experience in mixed-methods research in education or social science, preferably in the Somalia or Horn of Africa context. 
· Applies rigorous mixed-methods research approaches to ensure scientific credibility and comprehensive, evidence-based analysis across all study components.
· Leads the design of data collection instruments and the development of a comprehensive research evaluation framework tailored to the Somali education context.
· Collects and analyses data using both quantitative and qualitative methods, ensuring analytical rigour and meaningful interpretation of findings.
· Contributes to the preparation of detailed research reports with clear, actionable policy recommendations for MOECHE and education partners.

	
	Data Analyst 
	Education:
· Bachelor’s degree (minimum) in Statistics, Data Science, Economics, Mathematics, or a related quantitative field; a master’s degree is an added advantage.
Experience:
· At least 5 years of experience analysing education or social science datasets, with demonstrated proficiency in statistical software (e.g., SPSS, Stata, R) and qualitative data tools (e.g., NVivo).
· Manages, cleans, and analyses all quantitative and qualitative data collected during the study, ensuring accuracy, consistency, and data integrity throughout.
· Develops and maintains the data management system; performs statistical analyses of learning outcome assessments and survey data.
· Produces data visualisations and disaggregated tables (by gender, disability, IDP/non-IDP status, and urban/rural location) to support equity-focused analysis and reporting.

	
	

	
	EVALUATION CRITERIA
The proposals submitted by consultant firms will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

	
	Essential Criteria 
	Pass/Fail 

	
	The Bidder and its staff agree and Sign to comply with the government and SCI policies embedded below at this ITB. The Bidder is to download below listed items, read, understand and sign off and stamp appropriate section in below.
a) Terms & Conditions of Bidding
b) Supplier Sustainability Policy and the included mandatory policies

	


Pass/Fail

	1
	
If the consultant operates as a firm, a valid Commercial License issued by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of the Federal Government of Somalia is required. If Research institution, a valid registration license from MOECHE.

	Pass/Fail

	2
	
A valid Tax Compliance Certificate from the Ministry of Finance and Industry - Federal Government of Somalia is required from the Firm with good standing of Q1-Q2 2026.







	Pass/Fail

	
	Capability Criteria (Technical Evaluation):

	3
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Detailed technical proposal with clear methodology of how the consultant intends to conduct a Research Services for The Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and secondary Education in Somalia or similar Research and evaluations, objective and methodology including the study design, sampling and sample approach, tools, data analysis and ethical consideration and detailed work plan with clear milestones, methodologies, data analysis, and interpretation, reports, including software to be used for analysis. This to be evaluated based on:
a) Overall quality, clarity, organization and relevance of the technical proposal document – 
b) Comprehensive work plan detailing how it relates to the proposed methodology - 
























	
	Experience in conducting similar assignments related to Research Services for the Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia or related fields. This to be evaluated based on: 
1. Prior experience in conducting Consultancy Services on Research Services for the Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia or related fields. – Please provide at least two contracts and/or LPOs - 
· Submission of at least two curriculum vitae (CVs) for the proposed technical team, specifically the Team Leader and Co-Lead—clearly demonstrating their relevant academic qualifications and professional experience. Both candidates should hold an advanced degree (master’s or PhD) in Education, Linguistics, Social Sciences, or a closely related discipline.  
1. Cover letter introducing the company, outlining their technical expertise and interest in the assignment as well as their availability and commitment. .
1. Updated Company Profile 










	
	Sample of previous work: The consultant must share at least Two Copies of the previous similar reports relevant with the subject matter. 


	
	Financial capacity 10 Points: 
The bidder must submit copies of original, official bank statements covering the period 1st May 2025 to 30th April 2026. These statements should clearly reflect genuine and consistent financial transactions, demonstrating the organization’s financial stability and operational capacity.
Save the Children International (SCI) reserves the right to verify the authenticity of the submitted bank statements with the issuing financial institution , where necessary.


	
	Financial proposal: submit a signed financial proposal/ budget of the tasks should be broken down into modules, detailing the following: Consultancy fees, tools development cost, Data processing & analysis, Communication, and Reporting costs and other Miscellaneous (stationery, printing, etc.), inclusive of the Mandatory taxes as per the laws of Somalia.  
Detailed financial proposal with budget breakdown including all expenses, fees, and taxes.



	
	Total 

	100 marks

	Note: For the technical analysis, the Firm must score 60% and above on the capability to be considered in the next evaluation process and the ultimate decision will be based on interview performance.


	11
	Application Procedure
	· Interested firms who meet the requirements are requested to submit their bid and each application package should include the above required minimum requirements. 

Applications can be submitted by either:
Electronic Submission via ProSave (Recommended) 
· Submit your response in accordance with the guidance provided in the below document:


· Bidders are encouraged to apply via Ariba system. Please request the Ariba link via email sending your company profile and Business registration certificate/CV. Please address your Ariba link request to css.logistics@savethechildren.org   
· Note – this is a sealed tender box which will not be opened until the tender has closed. Therefore, do not send tender related questions to this email address as they will not be answered.

Electronic Submission via Protected Email box (Optional) 
Applications must be submitted via email should be addressed to Somalia.GPEProcurement@savethechildren.org
· The subject line of the email should read: “Consultancy Services for Research on the Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia” Applicants are required to submit both a technical proposal and a financial proposal combined into a single PDF document.
· All attached documents should be clearly labelled so it is clear to understand what each file relates to.
· Emails should not exceed 15mb – if the file sizes are large, please split the submission into two emails.  
· Do not copy other SCI email addresses into the email when you submit it as this will invalidate your bid. 

Applicants should also indicate the date they are available to start working on the consultancy
All applications MUST be submitted on or before the closing date below to be considered for the assignment.
Only shortlisted Candidates will be contacted.

	12
	Closing date for Applications
	Interested consultants shall submit their applications through the above procedures on or before Tuesday 28th May 2026. 
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	We, the Bidder, hereby confirm our compliance with the following policies and requirements:

	Policy
	Policy / Document
	Signature

	Terms & Conditions of Bidding
	

	

	Supplier Sustainability Policy
and the included mandatory policies
	Click Here To Access
	



	


We confirm that Save the Children may in its consideration of our offer, and subsequently, rely on the statements made herein. 


	Signature:
	…………………………………………………..

	Name:
	…………………………………………………..

	Title:
	…………………………………………………..

	Company:
	…………………………………………………..

	Date:
	…………………………………………………..











FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF SOMALIA
Ministry of Education, Culture and Higher Education (MOECHE)


TERMS OF REFERENCE (ToR)

FOR A RESEARCH CONSULTANT


	Research Study:

The Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia



Commissioned by:

Ministry of Education, Culture and Higher Education (MOECHE)
In Partnership with Save the Children International (SCI)

Mogadishu, Somalia | 2026


1. Introduction and Background


Somalia has a rich linguistic heritage, with Somali serving as the mother tongue for its population. The adoption of the Latin script for the Somali language in 1972, and its subsequent introduction as the medium of instruction in primary and secondary schools in 1975, marked a significant milestone in the nation's educational development. This policy aimed to enhance literacy and facilitate learning by leveraging students' native language. Currently, Somali is the official language of instruction in primary schools (Grades 1–8). However, a transition occurs at the secondary level (Grades 9–12), where English becomes the primary medium of instruction for scientific subjects, while Arabic is taught as a compulsory subject. Notably, Islamic Studies is delivered in Arabic across all grades, and History and Geography are taught in Somali throughout secondary level. Higher education institutions in Somalia predominantly utilise English and Arabic for instruction.


Recent developments, such as Somalia's integration into the East African Community (EAC), have prompted the decision in principle to introduce Kiswahili as a subject into the national curriculum. However, this remains an announcement at this stage; Kiswahili has not yet been formally introduced into the curriculum and will only be incorporated following the completion of relevant Teaching and Learning Materials and the preparation of qualified teachers. This prospective change further diversifies the linguistic landscape of education in Somalia and reinforces the urgency of this study.

Despite the historical emphasis on mother tongue instruction in early education, concerns persist regarding its long-term impact on academic performance, particularly during the transition to foreign-language-medium instruction in higher grades. Anecdotal evidence suggests a potential decline in academic performance when students shift from Somali-medium primary education to English-medium secondary education. This research aims to systematically investigate these impacts across all primary and secondary educational levels in Somalia — to inform evidence-based policy formulation.

2. Key Education Sector Facts
(Source: 11th Somalia Annual Education Statistics Yearbook, 2023–2024)

The following statistics, drawn from the most recent national education data, provide essential context for understanding the scale and equity dimensions of Somalia’s education system — including enrolment, teacher qualifications, and learning outcomes — all of which are directly relevant to assessing the impact of language of instruction on academic performance:
	Indicator
	Figure (2023/24)

	Primary gross enrolment rate (GER)
	35.3% (female: 31%, male: 40%)

	Total primary school enrolment
	718,301 students

	Girls' share of primary enrolment
	45% (Gender Parity Index: 0.82)

	Primary out-of-school children
	65% (female: 69%, male: 60%)

	Net enrolment rate (NER) primary
	17%

	Secondary gross enrolment rate (GER)
	25.1% (female: 21%, male: 29%)

	Total secondary school enrolment
	177,174 students

	Secondary out-of-school rate
	75% (female: 79%, male: 71%)

	Total teachers (all levels)
	23,279 (62.5% formally credentialed)

	Female teachers — national average
	12% overall (14.1% primary; 3.5% secondary)

	National pupil-teacher ratio (PTR)
	43:1 (Qualified PTR: 69:1)

	Permanent school buildings
	Only 39% of schools have permanent structures

	ABE enrolment (overage/out-of-school learners)
	110,187 (GPI: 0.96)

	Grade 8 promotion rate
	66% (national)



These figures underscore the critical urgency of this research. Somalia's primary Gross Enrolment Rate of 35.3% — while improved from previous years — remains among the lowest globally, with severe gender and rural–urban disparities. With only 62.5% of teachers holding formal qualifications, the quality of instruction — including the language of instruction — is a foundational concern for improving learning outcomes across all levels of the education system.

3. Objectives of the Research
The overarching goal of this study is to generate rapid, actionable, Somalia-specific evidence on whether and how Somali mother tongue instruction affects student learning outcomes across the full education continuum, directly informing MOECHE's language-in-education policy reform, national curriculum development, and the Strengthening Teaching and Girls' Education (STG) programme's learning agenda.

3.1 General Objectives
The primary objective of this consultancy is to conduct a comprehensive research study on the impact of mother tongue (Somali) instruction on academic performance in Somalia. General objectives include:
· Evaluate the effectiveness of current Somali-language instruction in primary schools on student literacy and numeracy outcomes.
· Assess the impact of the transition to English-medium instruction in secondary schools on academic performance, retention rates, and dropout rates.
· Explore the potential and feasibility of expanding Somali-language instruction into specific higher education disciplines, including the development of academic terminology in Somali.
· Analyse the socio-economic and cultural benefits of mother-tongue instruction within the Somali context, including its role in preserving cultural identity and fostering community engagement.

3.2 Specific Objectives
The study has the following specific objectives:
· Compare academic performance outcomes between students who received Somali-medium instruction and those taught in Arabic or English prior to the introduction of the unified national curriculum, across, primary, and secondary.
· Assess cognitive development, early literacy acquisition, phonological awareness, and numeracy outcomes associated with Somali mother tongue instruction at lower primary levels.
· Examine historical trends in Somali-medium instruction prior to the civil war, learners' subsequent proficiency in Arabic and English as languages of instruction, and the current use of Somali as a medium of instruction — to determine whether a positive transfer effect exists in learning outcomes.
· Evaluate the extent to which the existing national curriculum framework and associated Teaching and Learning Materials (TLM) support Somali-medium instruction at each education level and identify critical gaps.
· Analyse equity dimensions across various language-of-instruction models, with full disaggregation by gender, disability status, displacement status, Federal Member State (FMS), and urban/rural location.
· Assess education readiness, academic performance, retention, and student experience by instruction language background at the university level.
· Develop practical, policy-ready recommendations owned by MOECHE for strengthening and scaling evidence-based language-in-education practices across Somalia's six Federal Member States.

4. Geographic Scope
The study covers all Federal Member States: Banadir Regional Administration (Mogadishu), Puntland, Jubaland, Southwest State, Galmudug, North-East (SSC Khatumo), and Hirshabelle. This national coverage is essential for capturing the diversity of language-in-education practices across Somalia's varied geographic, socio-economic, and conflict-affected contexts. Approximately 30–40 schools will be selected as study sites, covering the following education levels:
· Primary Education (Grades 1–8, ages approximately 6–14)
· Secondary Education (Grades 9–12, ages approximately 14–18)

The study also assesses community engagement, ownership, and the broader socio-economic and cultural factors that may mediate the relationship between language of instruction and educational outcomes — with specific attention to understanding this correlation within the Somali context.

5. Methodology

The study employs a rapid mixed-methods, cross-sectional quasi-experimental design. Given the reality that relatively very few private schools implement a pure Arabic- or English-medium approach in all subjects across all Federal Member States, the study will compare schools with documented Somali-medium instruction against schools where Arabic or English has historically been used as the primary language of instruction in specific subjects or levels. This design combines:
· Quantitative approaches: Standardised learning outcome assessments (adapted for primary, secondary, and university levels in Somali and comparison languages); structured student, teacher, and caregiver surveys; and EMIS/school record analysis.
· Qualitative approaches: Classroom observations (minimum two per school); Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) with 25–35 participants; and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with 6–10 groups comprising students, teachers, parents, and community leaders — all facilitated in Somali.

5.1 Literature Review
The consultant will conduct a comprehensive review of existing national and international literature on mother tongue instruction, bilingual education, and their impact on academic performance, with a specific focus on contexts comparable to Somalia.

5.2 Primary Data Collection
Primary data collection will be conducted in selected sites across Somalia and will include:
· Analysis of national examination results (e.g., Grade 8 and Grade 12) for periods both before (subject to data availability from MOECHE) and after the introduction of the unified national curriculum.
· Surveys and assessments of student performance under both mother tongue and second-language instruction models, as they existed prior to the new curriculum.
· Interviews with key stakeholders, including officials from MOECHE, Federal Member State Ministries of Education, universities, academicians, parents, school principals, and teachers.
· Focus group discussions with students, parents, and community leaders.

5.3 Data Analysis
The consultant will analyse collected quantitative and qualitative data to identify trends, correlations, and causal relationships between language of instruction and academic outcomes, with full disaggregation by gender, disability status, IDP/non-IDP status, and urban/rural location.

5.4 Report Writing and Dissemination
The consultant will prepare a comprehensive research report detailing findings, conclusions, and evidence-based policy recommendations. The report will be produced in both English and Somali. Findings will be formally presented to MOECHE officials, Federal Member State education authorities, and education partners at a National Dissemination Event.

6. Minimum Sample Targets
The following minimum sample sizes are required to ensure statistical validity and analytical rigour:
· 800 primary students (Grades 2–5) assessed for learning outcomes
· 300 secondary students (Grades 9–12) assessed
· 300–400 teachers surveyed across all study sites
· All data disaggregated by sex, disability status, IDP/non-IDP status, and urban/rural location
The sample numbers above are totals across all Federal Member States combined. The final sampling framework, including the allocation per FMS, will be detailed in the Inception Report and approved by MOECHE and SCI prior to data collection.

7. Deliverables and Timeline
The following deliverables and payment milestones govern the study. Specific dates will be agreed upon and inserted following the contracting process. Note that the Knowledge Translation Package (D16) is to be finalised prior to the National Dissemination Event to ensure materials are available for dissemination.
	Ref
	Deliverable
	Responsible
	Timeline

	D2
	Inception Report (study design, sampling, tools, workplan, ethics)
	Study Team
	

	D3
	Inception Report approved by MOECHE & SCI — 1st payment milestone
	MOECHE / SCI
	

	D5
	Final data collection tools approved (Somali and English versions)
	Study Team
	

	D7–8
	Primary data collection across all Federal Member States and university sites
	Study Team
	

	D9
	Cleaned dataset and transcripts submitted 
	Study Team / SCI
	

	D11
	Draft Final Report (English and Somali) — 2nd payment milestone 
	Study Team
	

	D12
	Stakeholder Validation Workshop
	MOECHE / SCI
	

	D16
	Knowledge Translation Package (policy brief, presentation, community summary)
	Study Team
	

	D14
	Final Report approved by MOECHE — 3rd payment milestone
	Study Team / MOECHE
	

	D17
	National Dissemination Event
	MOECHE / SCI
	TBD



8. Roles and Responsibilities

8.1 Ministry of Education, Culture and Higher Education (MOECHE)
· Commission the study as primary authority and programme owner; co-own and approve the study design at the Inception Workshop.
· Provide access to national policy documents, EMIS data, and the National Curriculum Framework.
· Facilitate introductions to FMS Ministries of Education and key stakeholders.
· Facilitate FMS Ministry of Education and school cooperation for field data collection.
· Designate a MOECHE focal point as the primary institutional counterpart throughout the study.
· Review major deliverables (Inception Report, Draft Report, and Final Report) within seven working days of receipt from SCI.
· Formally approve the Inception Report and Final Report.
· Chair the Programme Steering Committee and lead the National Dissemination Event.
· Ensure study findings are integrated into language-in-education policy reform, curriculum development, and teacher training design.

8.2 Save the Children International (SCI)
· Manage procurement, oversight, financial management, and quality assurance throughout the study.
· Provide access to programme documents, monitoring data, and security protocols.
· Provide written feedback on all deliverables within seven working days of receipt.
· Coordinate logistics for the Inception Workshop, Validation Workshop, and Dissemination Event.
· Process payments upon written approval of each payment milestone from MOECHE.

9. Consultant Qualifications

Applicants must demonstrate the following qualifications and experience:
· Education: Advanced degree (Master's or PhD) in Education, Linguistics, Social Sciences, or a related field.
· Experience: Minimum of 7–10 years of proven experience in conducting educational research, particularly in language of instruction, bilingual education, or academic performance studies.
· Regional Expertise: Demonstrated understanding of the Somali educational context, cultural nuances, and linguistic landscape.
· Methodological Skills: Strong expertise in both quantitative and qualitative research methodologies, including statistical analysis and qualitative data interpretation.
· Language Proficiency: Fluency in both Somali and English (written and spoken) is essential. Knowledge of Arabic will be an added advantage.
· Communication Skills: Excellent report writing, presentation, and interpersonal communication skills.

10. Application Process and Timeline 
How to Apply 
Interested consultants or consulting firms must submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) comprising a technical proposal (maximum 15 pages), a separate financial proposal, and supporting annexes. 
The technical proposal should include: 
· Cover letter 
· Understanding of the Research objectives 
· Detailed methodology 
· Team composition and qualifications 
· Workplan with timelines 
· Examples of previous work 
The financial proposal must include: 
· Detailed, itemized budget with justifications 
· Preferred payment schedule 
Annexes should include: 
· CVs of team members 
· Academic certificates 
· Professional references 
· Sample Research reports 
· Registration and tax documents 
· Safeguarding policies 
· Signed statement confirming compliance with Save the Children’s safeguarding and PSEA policies, absence of conflicts of interest, and full team availability 

Submission Instructions 
Application Submission Address: Somalia.GPEProcurement@savethechildren.org —indicating “Consultancy Services for Research on the Impact of Mother Tongue (Somali) Instruction on Academic Performance in Primary and Secondary Education in Somalia.” as the subject. The deadline for submission see above.  All documents must be submitted in English, in Microsoft Word or PDF format, with clearly labelled filenames and a maximum size of 15MB per file. 
We look forward to receiving your proposals. For any clarifications or questions regarding this invitation, please contact Save the Children at the email address provided above. 

*** END OF INVITATION TO BID ***
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Step1:  To toggle from the Purchase Orders interface to the Sourcing interface



Go to supplier.ariba.com and log in using your Ariba account credentials

On top left, click on the arrow next to “Ariba Network” and choose “Ariba Proposals and Questionnaires”

You will be directed to the Sourcing interface
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Step 2



Select the ‘Open Proposal’
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Step 3



Choose what to bid on
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Step 4



Submit your response
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If you have difficulties, and require technical support, you can access the Ariba Supplier Support Website on this link: https://www.ariba.com/support/supplier-support.

 

The Getting Started Page offers guidance on how to set up and navigate your new Ariba Network Account: https://www.ariba.com/ariba-network/ariba-network-for-suppliers/getting-started 



The Ariba Network Quick Start Guide gives helpful instructions on how to use the service. Your SCI contact will provide you with a copy of this guide.





Support Available

Ariba Network Guidance
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1. Terms & Conditions of Bidding.pdf


TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF BIDDING 


 


Definitions 


In addition to the terms defined in the Cover Letter, in these Conditions, the following definitions apply:  


 


 (a) Award Criteria - the award criteria set out in the Invitation to Tender.  


 (b) Potential supplier - a person or organisation who bids for the tender. 


 (c) Conditions - the conditions set out in this 'Conditions of Tendering 'document. 


 (d) Cover Letter - the cover letter attached to the Tender Information Pack. 


 (e) Goods and/or Services - everything purchased by SCI under the contract. 


 (f) Invitation to Tender - the Tender Information, these Conditions, SCI’s Terms and Conditions of 


Purchase, SCI's Child Safeguarding Policy, SCI's Anti Bribery and Corruption Policy and the IAPG Code of 


Conduct. 


 (g) SCI - Save the Children International (formerly known as The International Save the Children 


Alliance Charity), a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company 


number 03732267; charity number 1076822) whose registered office is at St Vincent House, 30 Orange 


Street, London, WC2H 7HH. 


 (h) Specification - any specification for the Goods and/or Services, including any related plans and 


drawings, supplied by SCI to the Supplier, or specifically produced by the Supplier for SCI, in connection with 


the tender. 


 (i) Supplier - the party which provides Goods and/or Services to SCI.  


 


1. The Contract  


The contract awarded shall be for the supply of goods and/or services, subject to SCI’s Terms and 


Conditions of Purchase (attached to these Conditions). SCI reserves the right to undertake a formal review 


of the contract after twelve (12) months.  


 


2. Late tenders 


Tenders received after the Closing Date will not be considered, unless there are in SCI’s sole discretion 


exceptional circumstances which have caused the delay.  


 


3. Correspondence 


All communications from Potential suppliers to SCI relating to the tender must be in writing and addressed 


to the person identified in this Invitation to Tender. Any request for information should be received at least 


5 days before the Closing Date, as defined in the Invitation to Tender. Where appropriate responses to 


questions submitted by any Potential supplier will be circulated by SCI to all Potential supplier s to ensure 


fairness in the process.  


 


4. Acceptance of tenders  


SCI may, unless the Potential supplier expressly stipulates to the contrary in the tender, accept whatever 


part of a tender that SCI so wishes. SCI is under no obligation to accept the lowest or any tender. 


5. Alternative offer  


If the Potential supplier wishes to propose modifications to the tender (which may provide a better way to 


achieve SCI’s Specification) these may, at SCI's discretion, be considered as an Alternative Offer. The 


Potential supplier must make any Alternative Offer in a separate letter to accompany the Tender. SCI is 


under no obligation to accept Alternative Offers. 


 


6. Prices 


Tendered prices must be shown as both inclusive of and exclusive of any Value Added Tax chargeable or any 


similar tax (if applicable). 


 


7. No reimbursement of tender expenses  







Expenses incurred in the preparation and dispatch of the tender will not be reimbursed.  


 


8. Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality   


Potential suppliers must treat the Invitation to Tender, contract and all associated documentation (including 


the Specification) and any other information relating to SCI’s employees, servants, officers, partners or its 


business or affairs (the "Confidential Information”) as confidential. All Potential suppliers shall: 


 recognise the confidential nature of the Confidential Information; 


 respect the confidence placed in the Potential supplier by SCI by maintaining the secrecy of the Confidential 


Information;  


 not employ any part of the Confidential Information without SCI's prior written consent, for any purpose 


except that of tendering for business from SCI; 


 not disclose the Confidential Information to third parties without SCI's prior written consent; 


 not employ their knowledge of the Confidential Information in any way that would be detrimental or harmful 


to SCI; 


 use all reasonable efforts to prevent the disclosure of the Confidential Information to third parties; 


 notify SCI immediately of any possible breach of the provisions of this Condition 9 and acknowledge that 


damages may not be an adequate remedy for such a breach.  


 


9. Award Procedure 


SCI’s Procurement Committee will review the Potential suppliers and their tenders to determine, in 


accordance with the Award Criteria, whether they will award the contract to any one of them.  


 


10. Information and Record Keeping  


SCI shall consider any reasonable request from any unsuccessful Potential supplier for feedback on its bid 


and, where it is appropriate and proportionate to do so, provide the unsuccessful Potential supplier with 


reasons why the bid was rejected.  Where applicable, this information shall be provided within 30 business 


days from (but not including) the date on which SCI receives the request.  


 


 


11. Anti-Bribery and Corruption 


All Potential suppliers are required to comply fully with SCI’s Anti-Bribery and Corruption Policy (attached 


to these Conditions). 


 


12. Child Protection  


All Potential suppliers are required to comply fully with SCI’s Child Safeguarding Policy (attached to these 


Conditions). 


 


13. Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 


All Potential suppliers are required to comply fully with SCI’s Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery Policy 


(attached to these Conditions). 


 


14. Exclusion Criteria 


 Any Potential supplier is required to confirm in writing that: 


 Neither it nor any related company to which it regularly subcontracts is insolvent or being wound up, is 


having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered into an arrangement with creditors, has suspended 


business activities, is the subject of  proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any analogous  situation 


arising from a similar procedure provided for in national  legislation or regulations; 


 Neither it nor a company to which it regularly subcontracts has been convicted of fraud, corruption, 


involvement in a criminal organisation, any money laundering offence, any offence concerning 


professional conduct, breaches of applicable labour law or labour tax legislation or any other illegal activity 


by a judgment in any court of law whether national or international; 







 Neither it nor a company to which it regularly subcontracts has failed to comply with its obligations relating 


to the payment of social security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal 


provisions of the relevant country in which it the Potential supplier operates. 


Any Potential supplier will automatically be excluded from the tender process if it is found that they are 


guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the required information within their tender bid or fail to supply the 


required information. 


 


15. Conflict of Interest / Non Collusion  


Any Potential supplier is required to confirm in writing: 


 That it is not aware of any connection between it or any of its directors or senior managers and the 


directors and staff of SCI which may affect the outcome of the selection process. If there are such 


connections the Potential supplier is required to disclose them. 


 Whether or not there are any existing contacts between SCI, and any other Save the Children entity, and it 


and if there are any arrangements which have been put in place over the last twenty four (24) months. 


 That it has not communicated to anyone other than SCI the amount or approximate amount of the tender. 


 That it has not and will not offer pay or give any sum of money commission, gift, inducement or other 


financial benefit directly or indirectly to any person for doing or omitting to do any act in relation to the 


tender process. 


 


16. Assignment and novation 


All Potential suppliers are required to confirm that they will if required be willing to enter into a contract on 


similar terms with either SCI or any other Save the Children entity if so required. 
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